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US President Bill Clinton's proposed budget for fiscal year 1994 includes a request for US$150
million to finance waste water treatment facilities along the US-Mexico border. On April 8, US
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) administrator Carol Browner explained the request to
the US Congress, which must approve Clinton's proposed budget. Speaking to reporters after
her testimony to Congress, Browner indicated US$70 million of the total would be used for a
waste water treatment plant near Tijuana. The remaining US$80 million would be used for similar
facilities in Texas, New Mexico, Arizona and California. Browner said the projects would both
help protect the border environment and signal the Clinton administration's commitment to the
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). In mid-February, members of the US Congress,
led by Rep. Bill Richardson (D-NM), had introduced a bill proposing establishment of a special
commission to address the environmental and public health problems of the border region.
Functions of the proposed commission would include: * increase environmental coordination
between the US and Mexican governments; * improve access for small border communities to
international loans for infrastructure projects; * provision of technical expertise in such areas as
regulatory development, pollution prevention, hazardous waste management, environmental
impact assessment and conservation; * require all companies with operations on the US-Mexico
border to comply with environmental reporting procedures; * promote public participation in a
bilateral consultative process through establishment of border offices and through public hearings.
(Sources: Congressional Record, 02/22/93; Washington Post Foreign Service, 04/04/93; Notimex,
04/08/93)
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